THE BRI TI SH SCHOOL SYSTEM

Children fromfamlies of the United
States, NATO visiting forces, and
civilian conponents are entitle to
attend British state school (public
school) free of charge. However,
because of the potential difficulties
in transferring back to the U S
systemat the end of a tour of duty,
one shoul d investigate the advant ages
and di sadvant ages thoroughly before
deci di ng whether to place their
children in a British or U S.

Depart nent of Defence Dependent
school s.

Schooling is conpul sory in England
for all children between 5 and 16
years of age. Sone provision is nmade
for children under 5 and many pupils
remain at school after the m ni mum

| eavi ng age of 16. Education from 16
to 18 is usually referred to as “the
Sixth Fornf, with the | ower Sixth and
the upper Sixth. During this tine,
students take “A” levels which gain
thementry into the University or
Col | ege system after age 18.

The term “school” in England nornmally
refers to establishnments which
provi de education for students

bet ween the ages of 5 and 18 years.

It is not generally used to describe
col |l eges, |ike nedical, dental

| anguage, art or drama school

Al children in Britain are entitled
to receive free education at state
funded schools and nost children are
educated within this system

However, there are a nunber of

i ndependent school s which are
privately maintained fromfees (paid
ei ther by parents or awarded
schol ar shi ps) and
confusingly these are
known as “Public
School s”.

The school vyear
runs from

Sept enber to July and
is divided into
three terns

(senesters), spring, sunmmer and
autum terns and each term |l asts
approxi mtely 10 weeks. El enentary
schools are called “Primary” school s
and hi gh schools are called
“Secondary” schools in England. All
schools are required to give
religious education and perform a
daily act of worship, but any child
may be withdrawn fromreligious
activities at his or her parents’
request.

CHI LDREN W TH SPECI AL EDUCATI ONAL
NEEDS

British law states that all children
wi th special educational needs have a
right to a broad and wel | - bal anced
education and this should include as
much work as possi bl e under the
National Curriculum Mst of these
needs will be net by mminstream
school s, sonetines with the help of
out si de specialists. In some cases,
the Local Education Authority (LEA)
will have to nake a statutory
assessment based on speciali st

advice. The LEA may then drawn up a
St at ement of Special Educati onal
Needs, Detailing the child s

requi renments individual provision
Sonetinmes it may be in a pupil’s best
interest to attend a special school
but parent s have a right to take
part in decisions about heir child s
education and to be kept in touch at
all stages. A Parent’s Charter and a
Quide to “Pupils with Problens” (as
wel | as other educational circulars)
are available fromthe Department for
Educati on Publications Center, PO Box
2193, London E15 2EU. Tel ephone
nunber: 0181- 533- 2000

From States Side: 011-44-181-5332000

NURSERY SCHOCLS
(Ki nder gart ens)

Some of

t hese are
privately
f unded



al t hough sone | ocal authorities do

provide themfree. They take
young children (2-5 years)

for a certain nunber of

‘f Yy hal f days per week,

A sonetimes for |onger.
Parents will normally have

to pay a fee for privately
run nursery school s.

d” PRI MARY SCHOOLS

Primary schools are generally divided
into | NFANTS (1%' — 2" grades) and
JUNIORS (3% — 5'" grades). The first
class in the infant school is usually
termed the Reception O ass and each
child automatically noves to the next
hi gher class at the end of the school
year. There is no system of
pronotion formone class to anot her
by examination. There is a nationa
curriculum (see below) in which the
core subjects for Primary schools are
Engli sh; Maths; Science; plus the
foundati on subjects of history;

geogr aphy; technol ogy; nusic; art,
and physi cal education. At key stage
3 (11-14 year olds) all pupils nust
study a nodern foreign | anguage. For
younger students particularly, many
school s do not divide the curricul um
into separate subject areas but
integrate the subjects and pl an

| earni ng around vari ous topics.

There is enphasis on all owi ng each
child to progress at his or her own
pace and on | earning by discovering.

THE NATI ONAL CURRI CULUM

Wthin the National Curricul um
children are expected to take tests
at 7, 11, and 14. During the school
year, teachers will also assess their
pupil s’ work, which then provides
information for the parents on the
child s progress.

The tests concentrate on the basics.
A 7-year-old will be tested in

readi ng, witing, spelling,
handwiting, and mathematics. The 11
and 14 year olds will be testing in
Engl i sh, mat hematics, and sci ence.
The 7-year-olds will spend about 2.5
hours on tests, which is spread out

over the spring and sunmer terns.

The 11-year-olds will do seven short
tests totalling 4.5 hours. These
tests are usually spread over a week
in May. The 14-year-olds do six
short tests in May, totalling 7
hours, spread over several days.
Targets are set and each child wll
be at a |evel between 1 and 8. A
typi cal 7-year-old should achieve

| evel 2, a typical 11-year-old should
achi eve level 4 and a typical 14-
year-ol d should achi eve level 5 or 6.
The child s school nust send parents
at |l east one witten report per year
with test results and progress. The
school will also publish its overal
results in its school prospectus and
annual report, and they are then
required to submt results to the
Depart nent of Education, who produces
national | eague tables of schools.
For a leaflet entitled “National
School Tests”, tel ephone the
Departnent for Education on 0171-514-
0162 (From State Side Dial 011-44-
171-510- 0162) .

SECONDARY SCHOCLS

Secondary school s provi de education
for students from 11-16 or 18 years.
Each year, or grade, is usually
referred to as a “Fornf. Children
progress from 1 Formto 6'" Form
but the 6'" Formusually spans two
years and is therefore known as the
Lower 6'" and Upper 6'". |f schools
only cater for pupils until the age
of 16, then the students who wish to
stay in full-tinme education wll
usually attend a |l ocal sixth from
col | ege.

The nost conmon type of maintained
secondary school is “Conprehensive”
whi ch caters to children of al
abilities. Throughout secondary
school, students study the sane
subjects as in the primary school s
with the addition of one or nore
foreign | anguages.

At the age of 14-16, students study
for General Certificate of Secondary
Education (GCSE). There are a wde



vari ety of syllabuses produced by the
five groups of exam ning boards

t hroughout Engl and and Wal es. \Wen
the final grading for the
certificates are awarded, some of the
course work will be taken into
account as well as performance in the
actual exam nation. Mre able
students will take another set of
exam nations at the end of their

sevent h year, known as “A’ y N

(Advanced) levels. Each student

will usually take 2 or 3 A Leve

uni versity.

GRANT MAI NTAI NED SCHOCLS

4] |
subjects and they will need to next stage of their education
get certain grades in order ’,/”/
to be accepted in a D 2. Preparatory School s

Service (1SIS), (tel. 0171-630-8793
from State side dial 011-44-171-630-
8793) annual |y publishes a book
listing private schools, with details
of fees and ot her inportant

i nformati on.

1. Pre-Preparatory School s

Pre-Preps, catering for 5-7 year

ol ds, are usually a conponent of
eparatory school s, named thus

because they prepare children for the

These educate children from 7-13
years of age. Boys usually nove
onto a public school at 13 after

Sone secondary school s have
chosen to “opt out” of |oca
education authority control and
beconme “Grant Maintained” school s.
These schools still provide a free
education to all pupils, but the
Gover ni ng body of the school has
responsibility for every aspect of

t he school, including paying teachers
sal aries, buying books, and

mai nt ai ni ng and i nproving the school
bui | di ngs. The Governi ng body

conmpri ses of the Head Teacher plus
20+ el ected governors and teachers (a
nunber of whom nust have children at
the school). The nmoney to run the
school cones direct fromthe
Departnent of Education and is paid
in an annual grant. The school also
can apply for additional grants for
bui | di ng i nprovenents or ot her
schenes direct to the Departnent of
Education. These school s are subject
to the sane standards and inspections
as the local authority run schools.

PRI VATE EDUCATI ON

I ndependent school s are not run by

| ocal education authorities or

t hrough a grant mai ntai ned system
Instead they are funded by chargi ng
tuition fees. These fees vary wdely
dependi ng on the type of school and
the facilities it offers. The

I ndependent School s I nformation

t aki ng t he Conmon Entrance

Exam nation, girls may nove at 11, 12
or 13. At independent schools, the
school day is often | onger than at
state school s, perhaps 0800-1800 and
often the students attend school on
Saturday nornings as well. However,
hol i days are usually | onger. Sone
Prep. School s offer boarding
facilities fromas young as 7 years
but sone accept day pupils only.

3. I ndependent Secondary School s
(Public School)

The term “public school” is normally
used to describe the | onger

est abl i shed, nore excl usive and
expensive, traditionally all — boy
boardi ng school s. Exanples of well-
known public schools are Eton

Harrow, Westm nster, Marl borough,
Stowe, and Wnchester. Many of these
boys’ schools now accept girls in the
sixth forns and some, such as

Mar | bor ough, are now totally co-
educational. Educational standards
at private schools, as at state
school s, are vary but independent
school s are subject to the sane
educati onal standards inspections as
state school s.

SCHOOL UNI FORMS

Most i ndependent schools and a high



nunber of state schools require
students to wear uniforns to school.
This is usually a shirt, school tie,
school sweater, and perhaps bl azer
(jacket) and plain colored skirt for
girls and dark grey trousers for
boys. Different schools favor
different colors for uniformbut the
favorites are navy blue, dark green,
red, and grey.

HOW TO REG STER

Bef ore approaching to any one school,
it is a good idea to ask your work
col | eagues about their own

experi ences and reconmendati ons.

Sone school s operate an “open day”
once or twi ce a year, so that
prospective students and their
parents can | ook around the schoo
and facilities.

The best way to register your child
at the local state school is to visit
t he school in person and speak to the
staff in the school office. They
will be able to tell you if there are
any vacanci es and arrange an
interview wth the Head Teacher.
However, if you need to speak to
sonmeone during the school holidays
(vacations) you shoul d tel ephone your
| ocal area education office which is
listed under your |ocal Council or
Borough in the phone book

I nformati on about your child which
you m ght be expected to provide

i ncl udes nane, sex, address, date of
birth, nationality, proficiency in
English, religion, health, special
aptitudes, interests, deficiencies or
probl ens whi ch m ght affect
educati on, and previ ous academ c
record.

To register at an i ndependent school,
you shoul d tel ephone to arrange an
interviewwth the Head Teacher.
Followi ng the offer of a place, a fee
is normally requested upon

regi stration which will be deducted
fromthe final terms fees. A period
of one term s notice of a child

| eavi ng an i ndependent school is
usual Iy required.

To make the best decision, nake sure
you have all the relevant information
you need. Help can be obtained from
many sources: DoDDs; the British
Depart nent of Education; Local

Aut horities; individual schools;
friends, and col | eagues.

VEB S| TES

CGeneral School Information
www. bbc. co. uk/ educati on
West m nster Area School s

wWWwW, west m nst er. gov. uk

Hi | li ngdon Area School s

www. hi |l | i ngdon. gov. uk

Har r ow Schoo

www. har rowschool . org. uk

UK Education Wb Site

www. eduweb. co. uk

The National Association for Special
Educati onal Needs

WWW. hasen. or g. uk

I nternet Resource for Special
Chi |l dren

WWW. i I'SC. org
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